
Governor Huntsman Honors State Employees for Excellence, 
Signs Declaration Recognizing All Public Employees 

Governor Jon Huntsman honored 
twenty-six state employees with the 
Governor’s Awards for Excellence in a 
ceremony held on June 3, 2008 at the 
Capitol rotunda. Governor Huntsman 
was joined by three hundred guests, 
including State of Utah Executive Staff, 
Department Executive Directors, 
Managers, co-workers and family of 
the award recipients.  The Governor’s 
Awards for Excellence recognize the 
contributions of state employees in the 
categories of heroism, 
humanitarianism, leadership, 
innovation and efficiency, integrity, and 
outstanding public service. Employees, 
supervisors, and managers from a 
variety of state government 
departments and programs submitted 
a total of one hundred two 
nominations. Both individuals and 
teams were nominated, totaling over 
two hundred nominees. The 
nominations were reviewed and 
finalists interviewed by the Awards 
Committees consisting of 
representatives from management, the 
governor’s office, the Utah Society of 
Public Managers, and the Utah Public 
Employee Association. The twenty-six 
award recipients selected exemplify 
distinguished service and dedication to 
the citizens of Utah.  

The recipients of the 2008 
Governor’s Awards for Excellence are: 

 

Heroism: Rick Gallegos, Department 
of Administrative Services 

 

Humanitarianism:  
Marsha Honore`-
Jones, Department of 
Human Services  

 

Leadership: Allyson 
Gamble, Capitol 
Preservation Board, 
Pete Hackford, Labor 
Commission; Shawn 
Jack, Department of 
Human Services, 

Nathan Lee, Department of 
Transportation, Debbie Price, 
Department of Human Resource 
Management 

 

Innovation and Efficiency: Richard 
Clasby, Department of Transportation, 
Brant Davis, Department of 
Technology Services, Accelerated 
Bridge Construction Team (Jim 
McMinimee, Lisa Wilson, Rukhsana 
Lindsey, Randy Park), Department of 
Transportation 
Integrity: Kevin King, Department 
of Human Services, Richard 
LaJeunesse, Labor Commission, 
Philip Notarianni, Department of 
Community and Culture 

 

Outstanding Public Service: 
Family Dental Plan Team (Bruce 
Murray, PhD, Jackie Allman, Sylvia 
Case, Joseph Guimond, John 
Miller, Mark Palmer, Dean Troili, 
DDS, Richard Woodward, DDS), 
Department of Health, Maritza 

Arce-
Larreta, 
Department of 
Health, Joene 
Nicolaisen, 
State Office of 
Education  
 

Also awarded 
in conjunction 
with the 
Governor’s 

Award for Excellence ceremony by the 
American Society of Public 
Administration: 
 
Senator Arthur V. Watkins 
Distinguished Service Award:  Senator 
Ed Mayne (Posthumously) 
Accepted by his wife, Senator Karen 
Mayne 
 
Dr. G. Homer Durham Distinguished 
Service Award:  Douglas G Richins – 
Department of Administrative Services 
 
F. Ted Hebert Distinguished Service 
Award:  Bill Crim, Vice President of 
Community Impact and Public Policy 

 
Governor Huntsman continued the 

theme of recognition by signing a 
special proclamation, at a private 
reception with the award recipients 
prior to the ceremony, establishing 
June 4, 2008 as Public Employee 
Recognition Day.  June 4 was 
designated as a day to recognize and 

honor the 
contributions 
of all public 
employees.  
On that day, 
the governor 
honored the 
contributions 
of all public 
employees 
by working 
at the 
Department 
of Public 
Safety's 
Fairpark 

Driver License office in Salt Lake City.   
Photos of both events can be 

viewed on the Governor’s Photo Shop 
web site at http://
www.governor.utah.gov/photos/, 
following the links to the correct date.  
You may also go to the DHRM web 
site CLICK HERE for more pictures! 

Governor Huntsman works along-
side State Employees at the Fair-

park Driver’s License Office 

Governor Huntsman addresses 
recipients and guests 

Recipients and guests enjoy the Govenor’s 
Awards for Excellence Awards Banquet 

http://www.dhrm.utah.gov/gov_award/recipients/2008Recipients.htm

